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Mission: The purpose of the Democratic Women’s Caucus is to fund, inspire, recruit, 

support, and train progressive, pro-choice women to increase the numbers of women in 

the electoral process and in elected and appointed positions 
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IN THIS ISSUE: 

 
 Supreme Court Decision must be countered! From MoveOn… 

 ElectWomen Magazine bares all; unbelievable (WARNING: Graphic!!) 

 Health Care Reform update – from Lorraine Farrell… 

 Membership renewal – please do it now, while you are thinking about it… 

 Ivy Tech Community Chats and news from past chats… 

 Brown bag lunches by Labor Studies…this Wednesday and more! 

 League of Women Voters events for February and March… 

 Neighborhood Leadership Series – mark your calendars… 

 DWCaucus Policy for Candidates on our Website – please review! 

 The Endorsement Committee needs YOU to serve! 

 Last week for volunteer training for shelters… 

 Annual award nominations due 1/29 – Commission on the Status of Women 

 

 
FROM MOVEON.COM… 

Dear MoveOn member,  

Yesterday, the Supreme Court announced a 

disastrous rollback of campaign finance laws. 

Their 5-4 decision gives corporations free rein 

to spend unlimited amounts of money on 

elections.  

As The New York Times put it, this "opens the 

floodgates" for corporate money.
1
 

It's a horrible decision. But we can undo some 

of the damage if Congress passes public 

financing of elections, which would give 

progressives and populists who don't have 

industry backing the ability to compete.  

 

There is already a public financing bill, the Fair 

Elections Now Act, with significant, bipartisan 

support.
2
 Congress, which right now 

desperately needs to show that it's on the side of 

the voters instead of corporate interests, should 

rush to pass it. 

 

Will you sign our petition urging Congress to 

make sure our democracy represents the people, not corporations? Clicking here will add 

your name to this critical petition: 

http://pol.moveon.org/fairelectionsnow/o.pl?id=18673-8045931-0_6Ub8x&t=3 

The petition says: "Congress must act now to make sure voters—not corporations—have 

control of our elections. Pass public financing to make our elections fair."   

Corporations are already running roughshod over our democracy—just look at the health 

care fight. But now it's actually going to get far worse. With this Court decision, Big 

Insurance could spend as much as they want to support Joe Lieberman in his efforts to 

Yesterday's Supreme Court 
ruling allows corporations to 
spend unlimited money on 
elections. Can you sign our 
petition today?  
 
Clicking here will sign your 
name:  

"Congress must act now 
to make sure voters—

not corporations—have 
control of our elections. 
Pass public financing to 
make our elections fair."  

 

Sign the petition 
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keep watering down health care reform. And ExxonMobil or BP can spend millions to 

elect candidates who oppose clean energy. It's a disastrous decision with a disastrous 

outcome. 

 

Fixing the problem of corporate money in politics is a long-term fight—and public 

financing is the best first step. With the Fair Elections Now legislation, candidates 

could get off the corporate fundraising treadmill and raise enough from small donors to be 

seriously competitive. If this bill passes, 95% of House members would get the same or 

more money than they spent in 2008—and they'd still be able to raise small contributions 

beyond that.
3
 

 

The Fair Elections Now Act is being spearheaded by Democrat John Larson and 

Republican Walter Jones in the House. And it's already won the support of a wide range 

of good-government groups who want to see Congress doing the work of the people. 

This is our best chance ever to advance the cause of public financing for fair elections. 

The idea's been proven in numerous states. And with this Supreme Court decision, 

members of Congress are getting nervous about having to compete against a wave of 

corporate cash. Change is now possible. 

 

Can you sign our petition today urging Congress to pass public financing? Clicking here 

will add your name: 

http://pol.moveon.org/fairelectionsnow/o.pl?id=18673-8045931-0_6Ub8x&t=4 

Thank you for all you do.  

–Kat, Daniel, Stephen, Wes, and the rest of the team 

 

Sources: 

1. "Justices Overturn Key Campaign Limits," The New York Times, January 21, 2010  

http://www.moveon.org/r?r=86098&id=18673-8045931-0_6Ub8x&t=5 

"Lobbyists Get Potent Weapon in Campaign Finance Ruling," The New York Times, 

January 21, 2010  

http://www.moveon.org/r?r=86104&id=18673-8045931-0_6Ub8x&t=6 

2. "Fair Elections Are the Answer to Citizens United," The Huffington Post, January 11, 

2010   

http://www.moveon.org/r?r=86099&id=18673-8045931-0_6Ub8x&t=7 

3. Common Cause analysis of Federal Election Commission filings from 2008 

 
 
 

 
 

 

WARNING: A FOLLOWING PICTURE IS DISTURBING AND GRAPHIC! 

Take the ElectWomen Magazine Poll - Could a woman candidate who posed nude in a 

national magazine be elected to public office? 

 

 
 

 

Cosmo Nude Model Scott Brown Defeats Attorney 

General 

Martha Coakley in Tuesday's Special Election 

Help sustain ElectWomen Magazine into 2010  

by making a small contribution today 

ElectWomen welcomes your questions, suggestions and 

feedback. 

Contact us at info@electwomen.com. 
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LORRAINE MERRIMAN FARRELL IS HANGING WITH AL FRANKEN!  

Last Thursday, January 31, I participated in a 45-minute national conference call with 

Minnesota Senator Al Franken, representatives from SEIU, physicians, and many activists 

from Change That Works from all across the country. Here are a few highlights from our 

discussion that I hope will serve as a catalyst for you to keep up the good work of making 

meaningful healthcare reform a reality: 

 

• The recent Massachusetts election is a wake-up call to action, but it is by no means a 

referendum on healthcare. 

 

• The momentum behind meaningful healthcare reform has been built upon countless real 

stories told by real people about their healthcare experiences; stories of needless deaths, 

loss of health insurance, home foreclosures, bankruptcy, choosing between going to the 

doctor versus buying needed medications or food, and more.  

 

• Support for healthcare champions in the US House and Senate and challenge for those 

members who are wavering or afraid to take a stand for fear of losing his/her seat.  

 

• Our current healthcare system is breaking down.  If nothing is done, we are rapidly 

approaching a meltdown which will be much, much more difficult to fix than our current 

situation. 

 

• We are at a crucial juncture and must step up our efforts, not allow them to falter.  

Meaningful healthcare reform for all is the right thing to do, the smart thing to do, and the 

only thing to do. 

 

Senator Franken stated the House of Representatives is not going to support the Senate 

healthcare bill in its current form. He also stated that the US House and Senate are going 

to try to find a way to pass a version of the bill, but no details had yet been discussed at 

the time of our phone conference. He concluded our conference call by telling all of us not 

to lose heart and to keep the pressure on because American families cannot continue to 

wait for healthcare reform to begin.   

 

If you haven’t already called your US Reps and Senators to let them know that you still 

support healthcare for all, please take a few moments to do so now. Be sure to let them 

know why you support healthcare reform - and a personal story is a very effective way to 

do so.   The next two weeks are critical, and we must step up our efforts! Thank you for 

your help – Lorraine M. Farrell 

 

Here are contact numbers for Indiana US Representatives and Senators: 

  

   Richard Lugar     ph) 202-224-4814      fx) 202-228-0360      US Senator 

   Evan Bayh           ph) 202-224-5623      fx) 202-228-1377      US Senator 

   Baron Hill            ph) 202-225-5315      fx) 202-226-6866      9th 

Congressional District, US House of Representatives 

   Steve Buyer          ph) 202-225-5037      fx) 202-225-2267     4th 

Congressional District, US House of Representatives 

 
IT’S IMPORTANT TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!! 

Please renew your membership today! The dues for membership are only $20 and will 

help us to continue our mission to fund, inspire, recruit, support, and train progressive 

women to increase the numbers of women in electoral and appointed positions.  We urge 



you to renew early in the year for full benefits of membership! 

 

Thank you again for your support, and we look forward to continuing our journey with 

you as a member of the DWC!  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me (regina.moore@gmail.com), and we will be happy to assist you. The form is 

on our Website at www.democraticwomenscaucus.org; print, fill in, and send to PO Box 

6172, Bloomington, IN, 47407 or deliver it to a Steering Committee member at the next 

breakfast (fast approaching on February 5!).  

 
IVY TECH COMMUNITY CHATS! TUESDAYS! 

Come to Ivy Tech Community Chats on Tuesdays, 7:30-8:30 am at the Village Deli, 

409 E. Kirkwood Ave., in Bloomington. This Tuesday, come hear our own Charlotte 

Zietlow, economic development pioneer with Middle Way House!  

 

Upcoming chats: 

Susan Sandberg, Bloomington City Councilwoman, talking about poverty in Bloomington 

and Monroe County (Feb. 2)  

Lou Malcomb, director of the IU Geography and Map Library (Feb. 9)  

Steve Englert and Roy Elkes, Ivy Tech Accounting professors and VITA volunteers (Feb. 

16)  

Phil Stafford, director of IU’s Center on Aging and Community at the Indiana Institute on 

Disability and Community (Feb. 23)  

 
 LABOR STUDIES BROWN BAG LUNCH SERIES SPRING 2010! 
Where: IU Memorial Union, Dogwood Room 

 

"Fair Trade in Bloomington", sponsored by the Labor Studies Program, will be held at 

noon on Wednesday, January 27.  This is the first in a series of brown bag lunches.  

These luncheons will meet in the Dogwood Room of the Indiana Memorial Union on 

January 27, February 10, February 24 and March 10.  

 

The first talk features Mary Embry, from IU's Apparel Merchandising and Design 

Program. It is described as "a pragmatic discussion of national and local expansion of Fair 

Trade. Since 2004 I have worked with Fair Trade Bloomington, an advocacy non-profit, 

to expand fair trade education and the availability of fair trade goods in Bloomington, 

recently completing a five-year-long project to open a non-profit fair trade store on the 

downtown square. During the same period, Fair Trade in the US has continued to grow. 

This talk explores the potential of fair trade to change the market through the hands-on 

experience of opening a fair trade store locally but also within the context of a growing 

national movement." 

 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LEGISLATIVE UPDATES IN FEBRUARY AND 

MARCH… 

Come to Council Chambers in City Hall for the League’s Monthly Legislative update; the 

first Saturdays in February and March will provide an opportunity for you to hear and to 

question your State legislators. See you there! 

 
CITY ANNOUNCES NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERSHIP SERIES  
The City of Bloomington’s Housing and Neighborhood Development (HAND) 

Department has introduced a new educational program called Neighborhood Leadership 

Series for emerging and current neighborhood leaders.    

 

The program offers quarterly free classes to enhance leadership skills, to share best 

practices, and to offer a point of contact from HAND. Encouraging strong leadership in 

Bloomington’s neighborhoods is an important aspect of its mission, facilitating open 

communication channels as the City and neighbors work to preserve and enhance core 

mailto:regina.moore@gmail.com
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areas in the community. Classes are open to the public, and all are invited to attend.  

 

In conjunction with the City’s Planning Department, the 2010 class offerings will explore 

the fundamentals of land-use issues. Classes for the year include:  

 

 ―Leadership: Understanding Yourself and Others‖ - Thursday, Feb. 11  

 ―The ABC’s of Land Use‖ - Thursday, Apr. 6  

 ―Round Table Discussion with Proven Neighborhood Leaders in the Area of Land 

Use‖ - Thursday, Jun. 10  

 ―The Law of the Land: Land Use Policy, the City Council and You‖ - Thursday, 

Nov. 4  

 

All classes will be held in the City Council Chambers, 401 N. Morton Street, from 7-9 

p.m. For more information and to register online, visit www.bloomington.in.gov  or call 

Vickie Provine, Program Director, Housing and Neighborhood Development, at 349-3505 

or Danny Lopez, Communications Director, City of Bloomington, 349-CITY, 

lopezd@bloomington.in.gov. 

 
PLEASE REVIEW OUR POLICY FOR CANDIDATES! 

Go to the DWCaucus Web site at www.democraticwomenscaucus.org to see our Policy 

for Candidates for the 2010 election cycle. Thank you! 

 
ENDORSEMENT COMMITTEE NEEDS MEMBERS TO VOLUNTEER! 

The Endorsement Committee needs 7 non-steering committee members whose dues are 

paid up to work on endorsement recommendations for this primary season; please join us 

in this special effort. The form is on the Website (see above); please send it to Julie 

Thomas at drjuliethomas@gmail.com for consideration. Thank you for your service! 

 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP AS THE COLD RETURNS… 

During this bitter cold, we feel fortunate that we are able to offer the warmth of shelter to 

our neighbors in need. For the months of November and December, we offered the 

hospitality of a warm bed 1,592 times. We are only able to do this through the generosity 

of volunteers. It takes 25 volunteers a night, 175 volunteers a week to keep our doors 

open. Thanks to all those who have volunteered!   

  

If you or anyone you know is interested in helping, please attend one of these last 2 

training sessions.  The Shelter is scheduled to be open through March 31st, so we can still 

use the help. 

 Wednesday, Jan. 27, 6-9pm, St. Marks United Methodist Church, 100 N. State Rd 

46 (on the bypass, just north of College Mall)  

Families who have volunteered for the set-up shift have found that, in addition to having 

fun, it has sparked some important family conversations about being in community. You 

can sign up for a shift at: http://interfaithwintershelter.org/volunteer/schedule/. If you've 

been trained, but not yet volunteered, please feel free to stop by any of the Shelters and 

observe. Thank you! 

 
CITY COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN SEEKS NOMINATIONS 

FOR ANNUAL AWARDS – FINAL WEEK! 

 

The City of Bloomington Commission on the Status of Women is seeking nominees for 

the Woman of the Year, Emerging Leader and Lifetime Contribution Awards. The 

deadline for submission of nominations is January 29, 2010; awards will be presented 

during Women’s History Month in March. Nomination forms are available in the City 

of Bloomington’s Community and Family Resources Department, Suite 260, and online 

at www.bloomington.in.gov/csw.  
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The Woman of the Year Award is presented to a woman who has improved the quality of 

life for other women through inspiration, community service or professional 

accomplishments and who serves as a positive role model for girls and women. The 

Lifetime Contribution Award recognizes a woman whose work has significantly advanced 

the status of women through leadership and service. The Emerging Leader Award 

acknowledges a woman with a relatively short (less than five years) history of significant 

achievements and recognizes her potential for future contributions.   

 

Nominations should include the name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of 

the nominee in addition to the reasons why the nominee merits the award. Those 

submitting nominations also should include their names, addresses, telephone numbers 

and e-mail addresses.  

 

The Woman of the Year and the Lifetime Contribution award recipients will be honored at 

the Women’s History Month Lunch on Wednesday, March 10, 2010 at 

the Bloomington Monroe County Convention Center. The lunch will include a 

presentation entitled ―On Their Shoulders We Stand: A Salute to Women Who Paved the 

Way,‖ written by Gladys DeVane.  

 

Completed nomination forms can be sent via e-mail to owenss@bloomington.in.gov or by 

mail to: The Commission on the Status of Women, P.O. Box 100, Bloomington, IN, 

47402. For more information, please contact Sue Owens at 349-3468. 

 

 
IVY TECH COMMUNITY CHATS! TUESDAYS! 

Thanks to Monroe County Planning Director Gregg Zody for his insights Tuesday into the 

County’s comprehensive land use plan update. There’s still time to weigh in with your 

own thoughts. Go to http://www.co.monroe.in.us/planning/compplan.html for more 

information.  

 

Come to Ivy Tech Community Chats on Tuesdays, 7:30-8:30 am at the Village Deli, 

409 E. Kirkwood Ave., in Bloomington. 

 

The Hoosier Hills Food Bank has distributed over 22 million pounds of food since 1982, 

with an ever-increasing demand from the agencies it serves. This Tuesday, come to hear 

from Executive Director Julio Alonso how HHFB’s small staff works with a large pool of 

volunteers to make a big difference in lives throughout southern Indiana.  

 

Upcoming Chats:  

Charlotte Zietlow, economic development pioneer with Middle Way House (Jan. 26)  

Susan Sandberg, Bloomington City Councilwoman, talking about poverty in Bloomington 

and Monroe County (Feb. 2)  

Lou Malcomb, director of the IU Geography and Map Library (Feb. 9)  

Steve Englert and Roy Elkes, Ivy Tech Accounting professors and VITA volunteers (Feb. 

16)  

Phil Stafford, director of IU’s Center on Aging and Community at the Indiana Institute on 

Disability and Community (Feb. 23)  

 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LEGISLATIVE UPDATES IN FEBRUARY AND 

MARCH… 

Come to Council Chambers in City Hall for the League’s Monthly Legislative update; the 

first Saturdays in February and March will provide an opportunity for you to hear and to 

question your State legislators. See you there! 
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH NEEDS YOUR INFO! FROM MERRIDEE 

LAMANTIA… 

We would love to promote your March program/event this year by including it in our 

2010 Women’s History Month (March) Calendar.  If you would like to participate please 

complete an on-line submission form at: www.bloomington.in.gov/csw. 

All submissions for the 2010 Women’s History Month Calendar are due by January 22. 

Please contact Sue Owens at 349-3468 or owenss@bloomington.in.gov if you have any 

questions 

 
PLEASE REVIEW OUR POLICY FOR CANDIDATES! 

Go to the DWCaucus Web site at www.democraticwomenscaucus.org to see our Policy 

for Candidates for the 2010 election cycle. 

(http://democraticwomenscaucus.org/MMN/DWC%20Policy%20for%20Candidates%20

January%202010.pdf )  
 

Thank you! 

 
ENDORSEMENT COMMITTEE NEEDS MEMBERS TO HELP PERFORM ITS 

DUTIES… 

The Endorsement Committee needs 7 PAID, non-steering committee members to work on 

endorsement recommendations for this primary season; please join us in this special 

effort. The form is on the Website (see above); please send it to Julie Thomas at 

drjuliethomas@gmail.com for consideration. Thank you for your service! 

 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP… 

During this bitter cold, we feel fortunate that we are able to offer the warmth of shelter to 

our neighbors in need. For the months of November and December, we offered the 

hospitality of a warm bed 1,592 times. We are only able to do this through the generosity 

of volunteers. It takes 25 volunteers a night, 175 volunteers a week to keep our doors 

open. Thanks to all those who have volunteered!   

  

If you or anyone you know is interested in helping, please attend one of these last 2 

training sessions.  The Shelter is scheduled to be open through March 31st, so we can still 

use the help. 

 Wednesday, Jan. 27, 6-9pm, St. Marks United Methodist Church, 100 N. State Rd 

46 (on the bypass, just north of College Mall)  

Families who have volunteered for the set-up shift have found that, in addition to having 

fun, it has sparked some important family conversations about being in community. You 

can sign up for a shift at: http://interfaithwintershelter.org/volunteer/schedule/. If you've 

been trained, but not yet volunteered, please feel free to stop by any of the Shelters and 

observe. Thank you! 

 
CITY COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN SEEKS NOMINATIONS 

FOR ANNUAL AWARDS – FINAL WEEK! 

The City of Bloomington Commission on the Status of Women is seeking nominees for 

the Woman of the Year, Emerging Leader and Lifetime Contribution Awards. The 

deadline for submission of nominations is January 29, 2010; awards will be presented 

during Women’s History Month in March. Nomination forms are available in the City 

of Bloomington’s Community and Family Resources Department, Suite 260, and online 

at www.bloomington.in.gov/csw.  

 

The Woman of the Year Award is presented to a woman who has improved the quality of 

life for other women through inspiration, community service or professional 

accomplishments and who serves as a positive role model for girls and women. The 

Lifetime Contribution Award recognizes a woman whose work has significantly advanced 
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the status of women through leadership and service. The Emerging Leader Award 

acknowledges a woman with a relatively short (less than five years) history of significant 

achievements and recognizes her potential for future contributions.   

 

Nominations should include the name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of 

the nominee in addition to the reasons why the nominee merits the award. Those 

submitting nominations also should include their names, addresses, telephone numbers 

and e-mail addresses.  

 

The Woman of the Year and the Lifetime Contribution award recipients will be honored at 

the Women’s History Month Lunch on Wednesday, March 10, 2010 at 

the Bloomington Monroe County Convention Center. The lunch will include a 

presentation entitled ―On Their Shoulders We Stand: A Salute to Women Who Paved the 

Way,‖ written by Gladys DeVane.  

 

Completed nomination forms can be sent via e-mail to owenss@bloomington.in.gov or by 

mail to: The Commission on the Status of Women, P.O. Box 100, Bloomington, IN, 

47402. For more information, please contact Sue Owens at 349-3468. 
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